Introduction
Welcome to public
exhibition for the
Guildford Park Road
Car Park Site

This exhibition sets out our early proposals for the
redevelopment of Guildford Park Road Car Park Site
which is located close to the town-centre, just northwest
of Guildford Rail Station.
The purpose of this exhibition is for the local community
to look at our early ideas for the site and share thoughts
and feedback.
We will submitting a new planning application for the
site later on this year. This is an important site, allocated
through the previous consent gained in 2017, we are now
developing a new scheme that will deliver more homes.
We want to build a better future and would like your
help to do this.

Our vision

Guildford Borough
Council is working
with BDP architects
on proposals for the
future of Guildford. This
project aims to build on
Guildford’s rich heritage,
bringing forward much
needed new homes.
Our vision is a place
where you know your
neighbour, designed
around a landscape
that encourages people
to meet with its own
authentic character. It is
a place that will be built
to last, where people
feel they belong and
that contributes to their
well-being.

Artist’s impression of the scheme

Proposed layout plan of the site

Community

The new development will include lots of trees and greenery. It will encourage
walking and cycling, whilst reducing car reliance in this sustainable location.

The new development will include a mix of homes for a well-rounded community
and will have play spaces to bring people together.

The current site
The site is underused, old, tired and in
a poor state of repair. It is currently used as
a car park, and we think we can make much
better use of the site by redeveloping it to
provide new homes.
The site has direct links to key locations such
as the University of Surrey and Guildford train
station but the routes through it are poorly

defined and unattractive. We think we can
create an attractive and safe linkage between
these key locations.
The site is largely made up of hard surfacing,
which has limited value in terms of
biodiversity. We think we can make significant
improvements through a carefully considered
landscape strategy.

University of
Surrey

The current site is unkempt and
is an eyesore

THE SITE

The current site has poor
transport routes
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The current site has bad
infrastructure

Constraints and opportunities

Respecting our neighbours

Heritage and character

Climate change

Pulling back development and creating
buffer zones between the new
development and existing residents to
protect their amenity

A sensitive approach that respects
our neighbours and guildford’s historic
context and character, as well as
important local views

Reducing energy use and our reliance
on fossil fuels, maximise opportunities
for passive heating and cooling
in the design

Trees, greenery and habitats

Flooding

Station and train lines

Protecting existing trees and habitats,
creating new green spaces and increasing
biodiversity

We are not in Guildford’s flood zone,
but must manage rainwater with
sustainable urban drainage

Protecting new homes from train noise
and maintaining access to the railway
for maintenance

Cycling and walking

Parking

Construction

Promote sustainable transport and create
a new cycle route through the site, making
best use of existing roads and bus routes

Provide enough parking for residents,
including for electric vehicles whilst
reducing car use where we can

Minimising the amount of excavation
and construction disruption for
our neighbours

Value for money
Getting the best value for taxpayers
in the design, amount of development
and mix of new homes

History Previous proposals for the site
In 2017 we secured planning approval
to create 160 new homes and a fivestorey multi-storey public car park,
with commercial space on the
ground floor.
We carried out some enabling works in
anticipation of delivering this scheme,
including constructing a new road
and diverting some important service
infrastructure. The previous consent
was not implemented and now sets a
precedent for the type of development
that is appropriate on this site.

However, we think that the multistorey car park in the old plans is
not right and not needed. It does
not support our vision for the town
centre, our efforts to tackle the climate
emergency, or push to reduce traffic
and congestion. In addition, our townwide parking capacity studies tell us
that we don't need the extra space.
We think that a much better scheme
is possible and that using the site to
provide more homes is the right
thing to do.

Artist's impression of the 2017 planning
consent for the site, looking east across the
site and showing the proposed new homes

Homes
The biggest opportunity for the site is
to create much needed new housing,
including affordable homes, and make
better use of this site.

we can - with a target of 40%. The rest
of the homes will be for sale, which
will help to fund the cost of the project
and provide the affordable homes.

Our ambition is to get best value
for taxpayer's money, and work
sustainably. That means getting a good
number of homes on the site and reusing the existing infrastructure like
the road that runs through the site,
rather than digging it up. It also means
getting as much affordable housing as

We think that there is the potential
for about 240 homes here, in a range
of building types from apartment
buildings to houses and duplexes with
a taller building to the northern end
of the site, where the local topography
makes this possible.

Artists impression of the new
homes and play space

Artist's impression of some of the new homes we are proposing to create

Design
We are trying to strike a balance
with car parking that reflects the
site's close proximity to the town
centre and transport links whilst
being realistic about the fact that
many people still require a vehicle
and may choose to live elsewhere
if we do not make some provision.
We are looking at providing about
120 spaces. Parking areas will

be located on the site where the
opportunity to put buildings is
constrained.

ensuring that they look as good
in ten years' time as they will on
day one.

Our early proposals show that
we will use brick and other high
quality materials that reflect
the kind of buildings you see in
Guildford. Colours, textures and
brick patterns will add depth and
interest to the buildings, whilst

The site layout we are showing
is the result of a lot of careful
consideration by our design team.
We have looked at lots of options,
but we think there is only one
layout that works well

We have looked
carefully at the kinds
of bricks and materials
that characterise
Guildford and want
to bring the richness
of this palette of
materials into the
modern designs for
the scheme.

Landscaping
We want to create a variety of
green spaces within the new
development that will include
formal play spaces, naturalistic
green space and a large
communal podium garden.

with additional tree planting,
native species hedgerows and
species rich grass.
We know that flooding is a real
issue for Guildford and have
carefully considered this aspect of
the scheme. The site sits outside
of Guildford’s flood zones, but

We will retain trees where
possible and complement these

we still need to take steps to
ensure that rainwater is carefully
managed to avoid problems
elsewhere. We plan to include
features like sustainable urban
drainage to manage rainwater
on site

Indicative landscaping layout
1	Amenity space with species rich
grassland
2

Rain garden

3	SuDS - swale attenuation with
reed bed planting to create
habitat and ﬁlter run-oﬀ water
4	Communal gardens
5

Resident green roof garden

6

Private gardens

7	Native species buﬀer planting to
bolster peripheral planting
8	Green frontage to residential
units
9	Green screen and shrub planting
along existing boundary wall
10	Multifunctional public realm
incorporating quality hard
surfacing, tree and shrub planting

Our approach to landscaping

Connecting to nature
New trees, green spaces, play areas and
planting will give new residents lots of
opportunities to get the benefits of nature

New habitats
New planting is designed to protect existing
habitats create new ones

Attractive public spaces
Planting and public areas are designed to
make this a great place to live, bringing people
together and helping them belong

Safety
Hedgerows and trees will act as a buffer
between transport routes and communal
spaces, creating a safe space
that all can enjoy

Building with nature
We are looking at how to build greenery
and nature into the buildings, not just at the
ground floor level

Biodiversity
Our approach will ensure a net gain in
biodiversity across the site

Sustainability
The climate crisis is one of the
biggest challenges we all face.
We declared a Climate Emergency
in 2019 and have committed
to becoming a net zero carbon
borough by 2030, with the built
environment being a really
important part of the story.
At Guildford Park Road we are
a looking at a lot of different
options to reduce the embodied
and operational carbon that the
scheme creates. This includes
developing proposals that
minimise dig-out during the

construction phase and designing
buildings that perform really
efficiently.
We want to add more green
spaces to the site whilst keeping
as many of the existing trees as
we which will improve biodiversity.
We will develop a non-gas
powered energy strategy and
include renewables. We will
encourage people to opt for
sustainable transport choices
by promoting cycle storage and
improving access to the bus
routes that run through the site.

We know that flooding is a real
issue for Guildford and have
carefully considered this aspect of
the scheme. The site sits outside
of Guildford’s flood zones, but
we still need to take steps to
ensure that rainwater is carefully
managed to avoid problems
elsewhere. We plan to include
features like sustainable urban
drainage to manage rainwater
on site.

Build less
Build collaboratively

Primary Actions

Build light

Build for the future

Build low

Build wise

Key sustainability principles

Existing trees and greenery

New green space and habitats

Water

We are looking to keep as many of
the mature trees on site as we can

Adding lots of new trees and
planting and a big increase in
biodiversity

Careful management of rainwater
and plans for sustainable urban
drainage

Energy

Building

Materials

We will be avoiding gas powered
energy to reduce our carbon
emissions

We will design and orient buildings
to make best use of solar heat
gain and natural cooling

Sustainable buildings start with
using the right materials and
insulation to reduce carbon
emissions

Sustainable transport

Well-being

Promote cycle and pedestrian
friendly spaces, reducing car
reliance

Homes and spaces are designed
to encourage social interaction

Next steps

Spring 2022
First public consultation on early ideas for the site

Summer 2022
Second public consultation showing our refined proposals

Summer/Autumn 2022
Planning application submitted

Winter 2022
Planning decision on the proposals

2023
Development starts on site

To find out more information on the scheme
please visit www.guildfordparkroad.co.uk

